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SECT: 15 


A ſight Sketch of each of the lands, viz. Grenada 


and its Dependencies, T lage, Dominica, and St. 
e 0 


RENADA is ſituated - too far to the 
ſouthward to be in the track of our other 
iſlands z but enjoys from thence, the advantage 3 
of being free from hurricanes. It may in time 
receive ſome emoluments of trade from the Spa- 
niſh- main, but little can be hoped from the 
neighbourhood of Trinidada or Terra Firma, 
where the Spaniards have neither induſtry nor 
wealth. It poſſeſſes two good harbours, although 
they are difficult of ingreſs; and in a war with 
the Spaniards might prove very inconvenient to 
many of their ſhips, which paſs this way. into the 
Bay of Honduras and the Gulf of Mexico: our 


B gx Peoſſeſſion 


1 * 2 


pot of Florida conteibotes: to make his 


to us the greater. The French in 
war will likewiſe be ſenſible of the want of it. 
K or in order to eſcape e our cruizers to windward 
of Martinique, it has not "beech uncommon. for 
their veſſels from Europe, to ſteer their courſe 
for the Grenades or its dependencies, and fo ad- 
vance northwards to their intended port. It is 
very mountainous, rainy, and unhealthy, which 
_ circumſtances however enable it regularly to yield 
- good crops, and the ſoil produces a ſugar of moſt 
excellent quality. There are likewiſe in the 
mountains good proviſion grounds for the Ne- 
groes, which ſave conſiderable expence in their 
maintenance. Iris a diſagreeable country to re- 
fide in, is but thinly iohabited, and is-furniſhed 
with very indifferent habitations, and ill built 
ſugar - works. The foil is clayey, the roads ex- 
treamly ſteep and bad. There are no chaiſes, and 
few carts, by reaſon of the ruggedneſs: and uneveneſs 
of its ſurface. This is a great inconvenience; forthe 
eanes to the mill, and the ſugar, rum, and other 
commodities, as well as the neceſſary ſtores for 
eſtates, muſt in many ſituations be carried on the 
backs of mules; a prodigious increaſe of la- 
bour, in ſuch burning climes, as thele articles 
are exceedingly burthenſome. There is another 
inconvenience attending the face of the country. 
The mountains are almoſt inacceſſible, and ſup- 
ply a ſafe and RESI retreat to the run· away Ne- 


Boes 


til. 


who never fail to moleſt and plunder i in 
_ the or the EEE. rounds of thoſe remaining at 
ren 


home. ch are (I am afraid) better 
maſters than . Engliſh; and as their ſlaves are 


bred Catholicks, and are entitled to forty five 
holy - days in the year, beſides Sundays, they will 
be ill diſpoſed to more conſtant labour, which 
will probably further encrenſe the evil of deſertion 
and moroding. Many Britiſh ſubjects have al- 
ready purchaſed ſugar eſtates in this Iſland (of 
which there are in all 82, beſides thoſe of coffee, 
cocoa, and cotton) at very high prices. The 
French have harangued in the ſtyle of ſellers; and 
the purchaſers, who have chiefly bought upon 


credit, ſeem well ſatisfied, and do not chooſe to 


undervalue their ventures : I am however of opi- 


| pion, chat their bargains will turn out well, and 


that this. iſland is very improvable, and a conſi - 
. derable acquiſition to the wealth of theſe king- 
feited ta the erown, I apprehend they are incon- 
fiderable, and it is reaſanable to ſuppoſe, by be- 
ing left unoccupied, they are ill ſituated and of 
the worſt kind. The grants made to French ſet- | 
tlers are · uſually a certain number of paces along | 
PO 


the ſea fide, running in parallel! lines to theto 
the mountain. The loweſt part is commonly cul- 
| tivatedby theplanters; the upper, bythe Negroes 


for proviſions; and the heights er in word 


or inacceſſible. | 
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Taz Grenadillos are moſtly rocks = barren 


ſpots, good for little. There are two of ſize, 


Curacoa, and Becuya, whichare very low and dry, 


have ſome poor inhabitants upon them, and pro- 


duce a little cotton. Theſe two iſlands are eſ- 
teemed healthy; the ſick frequently repair thi: 
ther to recover and regale themſelves with fiſn and 
turtle; much good may it do them. * 


Ton AGO, with reſpect to Renato, is pretty 
nearly under the ſame circumſtances with Grena- 
da; but, on account of i it's great vicinity to Trini- 
dada, may poſſibly ſuffer ſome inconveniences, 
from the deſertion of the ſlaves thither in canoes, 
and the interruptions it may be liable to, in its 


infant ſtate, from the neigbbouripg Banditti ; 


unleſs proper precautions are taken to prevent 
theſe effects. As to the few poor native In- 
dians now inhabiting it, they ſhould be treated 
with humanity, encouraged, and properly provid- 


ed for. This iſland poſſeſſes ſeveral good bays, 


but is at preſent in the ſtate of Robinſon Cruſoe's, 
entirely wild, unſettled, and in wood, Iam how- 
ever of opinion, it will become the moſt valuable 
of any ceded to us by the late peace. The ſoil is 
ſaid to be excellent, if one may judge from its ap- 
pearance, and the growth, variety, and luxuriancy 
of the trees it affords the country is ſufficiently 
mountainous to inſure rains, wine bein g ſo * 
| | an 


9 
* 4 


1 5 14 1 
and 1 


1 and an eaſy communication. It will however re- | , 
-* _quire: much time, labour, and expence of men 


and money, before it can be trained up to ma- 
turity. The progreſs of population and culture, 
in a deſart iſland, is as difficult and diſcouraging 
in practice, as it is curiqus in ſpeculation. Seat- 
ed in our elbow chairs as we are, in full enjoy- 
ment of eaſe and luxury, we ſeldom reflect, by 


what variety of long and painful 9 they 2 


have been won to our 50 809 


1 like. a n and . POR 
ion in battle oppoſed, to ſturdy competitors, 
th menaces, and is. threatened; but it is aſ- 
failed by unequal and ſuperior force. Martinique, 
within arms length, impends on it to windward, - 
the Saints and Guadaloupe to the weſt, and Ma- 
ry-Galante. braves it on the north. Thus envi- 
roned, its ſituation yet rendess. it as obnoxious 
2 formidable to Guadaloupe, as that of St. 
Lucia in our hands would have been to Marti- 


nique. It is upon this conſideration only, that 


France has been ſo ayerſe to reſign to us the 


; latter; which we could only covet, from the 


view of prejudicing her. But this is foreign to 
my purpoſe. I return to Dominique, In the 

track of veſſels from our Leeward Iſlands, to our 
new acquired ones, it is well ſeated for com- 
merce, and contiguous, as it were, to the French, 


js ever open to the proſtitution of a . 


151 


| ds It has a moſt noble bay (Prince Rupert's) 


which, beſides its ſecurity, its magnitude, the 


depth of the water, and the goodneſs of the an- 
chorage, has the advantage of three freſh rivulets 
running into it. It has moreover two arms 
(one a peninſula) ſtretched: forth as it were for 
its defence, which might be rendered almoſt 
impregnable. The beſt part of the country, 
and of the eaſieſt aſcent, is adjacent to the con- 


[i 52 cavity of the bay, yet it is the leaſt cleared and 


| cultivated, becauſe of the frequent viſits of his 
majeſty's ſhips which wood and water here. 
From what has been faid, it is eaſy to perceive, this 
will become the moſt important part of the iſland, 
and will probably be the ſeat of a conſiderable 

commercial town, It will however continue par- 

ticularly unhealthy (as indeed the whole country 
zs to a great degree) being to lee ward, and the 


air infected, in its paſſage over the woody _ 


mountains. © All round the coaſts the inhabitants 
_ have here and there cleared and ſettled little 
patches of ground, where it ſeemed: beſt ſuited 
to their purpoſe, and leaft rugged; particularly | 
at Grande Bay, (where the Jeſuits have a large 
eſtate) at Lubiere, Roſeaux, and elſewhere, ma- 


ny detached ſpots being very rich and fertile. 
From the ſea, the Iſland | affords one of the moſt 
romantic ſcenes I ever beheld. One would be 
| tempted to believe that Nature had given birth 
to it, when labouring 1 in convulſions; or that, by 
er fires, it bad been heaved from the 


bed 


7 9 


£ t. 7 * 4 
EN hed of ocean. The angels and devil fa TI 
wWuhen engaged in horrid;ſtrife, tore up fuch rocks 
and eraggy mountains, and Dominique ſtands 
| exetted an accumulated manument of this dire 
conteſt. But to deſcend to an humbler theme,” 
1 inhabitants are in number about fourteen 
hundred, ineluding the poor native Caribbees, 
: ibo are a quiet well-diſpoſed-people, and ſhould 
be taken kind care of. I need not ſay how the 
French came here, or ſpeak of the treaties of 
Utrecht, or Aix la Chapelle, or of the iſland ha- 
ing ſurrendered without terms, after a ſlight de- 
fence. .. By an article in the late peace, 4 
ing it, its deſtination is tacitly left to the diſcrett- 
on of his Majeſty, and, I preſume, will be ſoon 
aſcertained by his counſels. Far be it from me 
to ſuggeſt, what is proper to be done, on a ſub- 
ect ſo. important to the publick; and fo inter- 
| Eon affecting to its poor inhabitants. 


Sr. Vnezwr is ſituated to the fouth of St. 
Lucia, and within fight of Barbadoes, from 
vwhence it will probably derive many inhabitants. 

It poſſeſſes a large and moſt excellent bay to 
lee ward, called Waſhegunny. The country ia 
very mountainous. The eaſtern part, which i is 
chiefly in wood, is inhabited by about 2000 

natives, who owe their origin (truly poetical) to 

a ſbip freighted. with Negroes, from Africa to 
Barbadoes, and wrecked on theſe coaſts. Their 
e midſt the general diſtreſs eſcaped to 

11 ſhore, 
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hs and found, in a deſart iſland; a teleaſs oy 


from their bondage. Thus, from apparent | 
evils, do ſometimes flow the greateſt bleſſings. 


Recovered from their fears, and refreſhed witli 


ſuch ſuſtenance as could be found, it is natural 
to ſuppoſe, they ſoon ſolaced themſelves with 
their female friends of the party; and, as a ſtate 


of nature is no enemy to propagation, they of 


courſe gave birth to a free people. It is ſaid theß | 


found in the woods a few native Caribbees, which 
they have gradually extirpated, or reduced to 
their obedience.. Thus deſcended, and by Pro- '» 
vidence thus chartered, theſe Sons of Ercedom 
are armed for their defence, and grown tenacious 
and jealous of their liberties. The woods and 
mountains they inhabit, are in a manner impene- 
trable and inacceſſible, and the coaſts, to windward 

ſteep and rocky, are aſſailed by daſhing waves. 


The other parts of the country are poſſeſſed by 
white inhabitants chiefly of French extraction, 


who hold their lands, originally, by virtue of 


| grants, or ſales from theſe natives. The truth 


is, they are on good terms with each other ; 
the French king having always been eſteemed 
their friend and protector, and having never 
openly uſurped the dominion” of the iſland, 
although the government of - Martinique has 
been. artfully eſtabliſhing a police among their 
own people in it, and endeavouring to win over 


the affections of the ſavages. The French part 


of the en, is well ſettled and tolerably 
healthy 


Bp [4 9 15 
healthy; producing coffee, cocoa, and tobacco 
The ſoil is eſteemed excellent; and, I am told, it 


is in many reſpects a better iſland, and more fully 
peopled than the Grenades. I preſume the white 


inhabitants and their cleared lands here will have 


the ſame deſtination as thoſe at Dominique, and 
that the natives will be permitted to continue un- 
moleſted in their own grounds and woods, They 
are ſaid to be a quiet people, and, I imagine, with 
gentle treatment and immediate good policy, to- 


gained over to. our cauſe, and even rendered uſe · 


ful. It will however be eſſentially neceſſary to 


preſerve a teſpectable force here for the ſecurity of 


new ſettlers, without which we can never hope to 


ſee this colony flouriſhing. The neighbouring 


French will not fail to inſtill jealouſies, and; with 
ſavage minds, nothing is ſo effectual as that leni- 


ty which is accompanied with power. 


EE ie”. SECT. 


gether with his majeſty's affurances to them of ; | 
favor, freedom, and protection, they may be 


[0 ] 


SECT: II. 


From whence, and by whom, theſe Wands 0 
principally be ſettled. 


H E Y will principally be fertled by perſons. | 
already in'the Welt Indies, or others who 
are connected with it. Barbadoes being well. 
peopled, and the lands much impoveriſhed, will 
furniſh ſeveral, eſpecially. of the poorer ſort. 
Our Leeward iſlands (thinly inhabited as they are) 
will ſupply ſome; and others will be induced to 
quit Santa Cruz, &c. in order to enjoy the bleſ- 
ſings of a Britiſh government. As to the con- 
tinent of America, it will aſſiſt with very few. 
Money is ſcarce in that part of the world, the 
diſtance is remote, and lands are to be had there 
. at a very eaſy rate. The country is whol- 
ſome, the comforts and profits great, the ex- 
pences very moderate, and the principal required 
to proceed in the cultivation of grounds, inconſi- 
derable. Beſides, the heats are not ſo exceſſive, 
but that the poor may work for themſelves, with- 
out the aſſiſtance of ſlaves, and reap a comforta- 
ble ſupport from moderate labour. 


From Great Britain and Ireland, there will be 
few adventurers of fortune, excepting thoſe who 
are connected with Welt India affairs, and have 
proper perſons on the ſpot to tranſact their bu- 
ſineſs. The better ſort of people here, live at 
their eaſe, and love POE: They look upon 
eſtates 


1 11 1 


LO eſtates i in America, as if in 4 Moon; ad do not 


chuſe to truſt their property ſo far out of their | ob, 
fight. A long ſea voyage, the apprehenſions of 


ſickneſs and death, the precariouſneſs of Weſt In- 
dia eſtates, and a total diſtruſt of perſons they do 
not know, and affairs they do not underſtand, 
will blunt even the ſpurs of avarice, and the ide- 
8 expectations of gain. As to the middling 
kind of people, thoſe that are good for any thing 
are already employed in ſome vocation, trade, or 
mechanic art; and, contented with their ſituation, 
will not embark in remote, difficult, and uncer- 
tain enterprizes. And as to the poorer, ſort, 1 


have obſerved in the part of England þam'uſed 


to inhabit a total diſregard, and dread of ſuch 
adventures. Beſides, if they Were. differently 
_ diſpoſed, they have neither experien&, nor mo- 
ney, to embark in the undertaking. Scotland | 
and Ireland will indeed ſend out {ey 

| er claſs are poor there; and, wan 

culties, are contented to try their nes! in fo- 
reign climes: but of theſe, ſuch as are willing to 
go thither, will chiefly be menial and indentured 
ſervants, employed by others. Their poverty 
will prevent their being ſettlers on their own ac- 
count; for their firſt outſet and voyage would 

"coſt ſomething ; and, when arrived, the expence 
and toil of clearing away woods, and erecting ha- 
3 together with a long train of diffitul- 
ties that might be enumerated (not to mention 
acute leren that will kill many, and long inter- 
„ h 8 2 | mittents 


my 


„ "we 
mittens that wit diſcourage others) it render 
the taſk not ſo eaſy or inviting, as many here igs 
norantly ſuppoſe or expect. I have been the 
more full upon this head, becauſe I have per- 
ceived it is not rightly underſtood. Theſe iſlands 
are not the promiſed land, flowing with'milk and 
honey. As in the gardenof the Heſperides, the 
fruits cannot be gathered without Hereulean la- 
bour, and encountering dangers. Of thoſe who 
adventure, many muſt fall untimely. Of thoſe who 
ſurvive, many will fail before enjoyment; and to 

the happy few, that providentially ſucceed, may 
Peace and plenty without envy e he n 
c IE don 1 F 
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re, tet het e. ne c | 
N will produce on our Old Our. : 


* \ HE value af our Lands in the old hates 
Will be diminiſhed, and, afterwards, of our 
produce. Many inhabitants of the middling and 
poorer fort will wichdraw themſelves, and be in- 
duced to remove where lands may be had cheap- 
er, which are new, and watered with more fre- 
| quent ſhowers. This will much weaken our Lee 
much higher; it will likewiſe leſſen ehe number 
of dur ſlaves, and encreaſe their value. Such lands 
as are not of very good quality, or well ſituated, 
will not be worth cultivation ; they will be dif- 
| and converted into proviſion and paſture - 
grounds. The more wealthy planters, who have 
a large landed intereſt, will be no friends to the 
new colonies. However, as they will be ſenſible 
they have a declining property in the old iſlands, 
they will not fail gradually to eſtabliſh a growing 
intereſt in the new. Notwithſtanding this, they 
will not chooſe to become inhabitants of the latter. 
They will endeavour to employ proper perſons to 
tranla their huſineſs and die in their ſtead ; they 
themſelves will only viſit them occaſionally. The 
ſicklineſs and mortality of the country, the wants 
af comfort, and a tolerable ſociety, will deter 
e 2 
a 8 0 5 
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ae Dae e and ne to be encountered 
by Adventurers in forming new Settlements. 


Due conſideration of what has been. alrea- 
dy obſerved under the foregoing heads, 
will in a great meaſure ſupply us with the know- 
ledge of this. But becauſe it ſeems apprehended 
here, that great eſtates may be raiſed, with little 
pains and expence, by, thoſe who will only take 
the trouble of going in queſt of them, and be- 
cauſe this miſtake may in its conſequences injure 
many, and much retard the progreſs and ſettle- 
ment of our new iſlands ; it may not be improper 
to guard againſt. it. The firſt re flections that 
will occur to ſenſible men diſpoſed to embark in 
a new ſettlement, with the hopes of improving 
their fortunes, will be the dangers and difficul- 
ties they muſt undergo and ſurmount, before 
they can reaſonably hope to receive any recom- 
pence for their labour; and here the extreme 
ſicklineſs and mortality of the country will not 
fail to operate moſt ſtrongly on their minds. 
Our former colonies, by being leſs mountainous 
and well cleared of wood, enjoy a dry and free 
air, and are become tolerably healthy; our new 
ones, from the influence of oppoſite cauſes, muſt 
continue, at leaſt for many years, the melancholy 
manſions of diſeaſe and death. It is remarkable 
that, in the diſpenſations of Providence, there 
is ſcarce any good, that is not attended with a 
corre- 


". ͤù 
Was correſpondent in ; nor any evil, that is not. ba - 
lanced with ſome compenſation of advantage. 
If our former colonies are from natural cauſes dry 
and leſs profitable, we are at leaſt repaid with 
the enjoyments of pleaſure and health; if out 
| new ones abound with rain and fertility, thewants 
of comfort, and the daily hazard of our lives, muſt 
be thrown into the ſcale, againſt the expectations 
of wealth. Heat and moiſture are the parents of 
putrifaction; and in ſuch ſultry and humid climes, 
where the body is relaxed, and the texture of the 
blood broken, it is no wonder, that every day 
ſupplies us with the melancholy reflection of the 
death of a parent, child, or friend. Even the 
loſs of: our negroes, were we wholly diveſted of 
humanity, muſt be very affecting, at leaſt to the 
pockets of their maſter. Such as will be ſuited 
| to the labour. they muſt undergo, muſt be ſeaſon- 
| ed and inured to toil, They therefore cannot 
fal of being valuable (at leaſt worth 50l. ſter- 
ng each) and will, in fact, compoſe the chief 
wealth of the poor planters, who tranſport them 
to the new colony. Their hearts and ſpirits will 
be broken, by being drawn from their former ha- | 
bitations, friends, and families; for ſuch they  _ 
have, and they are equally poſſeſſed of thoſe feel - | 
_ ings of nature with ourſelves. Theſe misfortunes, 
with an increaſe of arduous labour, and frequent 
ſickneſs, if they are human, muſt affe& them, 
and add to the common ſtock of diſtreſs and evil. 
. Thus the middling and pocrer ſort of white peo- 
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- — in one 


month, thoſe ſlaves they have purchaſed with 
the toil and frugality of years; and then cha- 
grined, broken and diſpirited by loſſes and diſ- 
appointments, be compelled to ſell their lands, 
perhaps for leſs money, than would indemnify 
them for their loſſes, and ſo return from whence' 
they came, to mourn their misfortunes and die a 
natural death. Let thoſe who doubt the truth 
and force of theſe conſiderations, only take the 
trouble, to examine into the fate of colonel 
Vaughan's regiment at Dominique, and of fuch 
other of our forces, as have had the miſerable 
_ deſtination of ſuch fatal abodes. It is high time, 

I ſhould drop the curtain, on theſe melancholy re- 
preſentations, and proceed to others, not ſo af- 
fecting, though equally worthy our attention. 
And now let us-ſuppoſe, that there will be many 
perſons not ſo much influenced by this train of 
thinking, but that they will be till difpoſed, to 
undertake this perilous enterprize. From whence 
are many of them to derive the neceſſary credit, 


and ſupplies of money, to proſecute their under- 


takings? Will the merchants at home advance it, 
to adventurers, who have little ſecurity to give 
but their hopes of ſucceſs, and a mortgage on 
their ſlaves, at beſt a precarious property; or, if 
theſe were ſufficient pledges, how long muſt it 
be, before woods can be cleared, buildings erect - 
ed, and produce remitted home for payment? 
Will not the merchants conſider, how little is to 


be 


3... 
be got from ſuch adventurers ; and how much 
time muſt elapſe, before they can become bene- 
ficial correſpondetrits, and return the obligations 
received? Have we reflected upon all the ſeve- 
ral ſteps to be taken, the time required, and de- 
tail of expences neceſſary, to compleat a ſugar 
plantation out of wood, or even on a particular | 
ſpot in part cleared ? And when this is in ſome 
meaſure accompliſhed, will not [Vide B.] the + 
firſt produce (by reaſon of the newneſs of the 
land, and luxuriancy of the cane, full of watry 
and ill concocted juices) be ſo bad, as to be fit 
for little, but to be converted into rum: And 
what will that rum be worth, if the continent 


of America ſhould be ſupplied with that com- 


modity or moloſſes from the French and other 
nations at a cheaper rate than it is poſſible for us 
to afford ? Will not the price of ſlaves, and of 
courſe the expences attending Weſt India eſtates, 
greatly increaſe? On the other hand, will not 
ſugar probably decline further in value; and will 
not the more wealthy planters conſider this, and 
be ſenſible, that even their ſucceſs in the new co- 
lonies will contribute to defeat the hopes that firſt. 
carried them thither, unleſs new markets can be 
found, to make way for foreign conſumption 
and to keep yp the prices ? Will not arguments 
of leſs moment have likewiſe their due weight; 


ſuch as the poſſibility and danger of war, before 


* infant iſlands can grow. into 8 or 
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rugged as to prevent Rep uſe of carts and. wag 
gons, and the mountains, f ſo difficylt of — 
to afford a laſting ſhelter for thieves and runa- 
ways, will they not help to cloſe this intereſting 
account of the diſcouragements and difficulties 


that will attend the ſettlement of our new colo- 


nies ? And yet ſo ſharp are the ſpurs of avarice, 
ſo bewitching t the proſpect of gain, and ſo intre · 

pid and enterprizing are the difpoſitions of ſome 
men, that there is no doubt hut many will be 
found that will embark in this undertaking; and 
who, proceeding with negeſſary judgment and 
caution, will be handſomely requited for their 
hazard and expence, and gradually contribute to 
render our late acquiſitions wealthy, important, 
and beneficial to the mother country. If, there- 
fore, I ſeem to have thrown too much black in- 


becauſe I think this part of the ſubje& is uſual- 
ly leaſt attended to, by perſons unexperienced in 


theſe matters; and I ſhould be ſorry that, from 
the want of due and candid information, till fur- 


ther and unneceſſary diſcouragements ſhould be 


added. I ſhall, under the following head, ex- 


plain what inducements adventurers will have, 


and what advantages they will enjoy. Let me 


not therefore appear inconſiſtent. Truth has 
been my guide; and, as in a picture taken from 


id : 


nave reimburſed the ſettlers for their 10 exe 
pences ? The face of the country likewiſe, * 


— 


to the colouring bf the diſcouragements and dif- 
ficulties that will attend their firſt ſettlement, it is 


natur * | 


1 


1 


. 
* 


\ 


nature, my compontion i is cheered with lights 
and ſhades. If it ſhould be aſked to what end 


this picture has been drawn; my anſwer is, with 


a a good intention; to preſent juſt and hvely ideas 
to thoſe who are unacquainted with the originals; 
thereby to enable th them, 1 e utmoſt of m 
abilities, to dy with wi 
with confidence, 
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7 be Advantage that may be enjoyed, and the Con. 


 derations that will influence thoſe who may be 
diſpoſed to embark in this Undertaking. - | 


UR new acquiſitions. (which may not im- 
properly be called the Southern Caribbee 
iſlands) will undoubtedly poſſeſs many advantages 
over our former colonies. The lands in _ 

may be purchaſed at a more moderate price, the 
timber thereon will be valuable; the foil will be 
new, rich, and fertile; and, when cleared of 
wood, may be cultivated with leſs expence and 
fewer negroes. The profits will be greater, and, 
buy reaſon of the apparent certainty of ſeaſonable 
rains, the crops will be more abundant, regular,” 
and adequate to the expectations of the planters. 

Whereas our old iſlands, by being leſs mountain- 
ous, and almoſt entirely cleared of wood, are 
become extremely dry and unſeaſonable, inſo- 
much that they hardly yield a crop proportiona- 
ble to the labour and expence employed up- 
on them once in ſeven years: Beſides, the 
lands are a good deal impoveriſhed, partly by 
the violence of the rains that ſometimes fall in 
theſe climates, and deſcend in momentary torrents, 
waſhing away the ſoil; and partly from the nature 
of the ſugar-cane, which, from one rich acre, 
hath been known to vegetate to eighty cart load, 

is cut annually, and has been-long and repeatedly 
planted on the ſame ground, This, now a good 


* 


\ 
* 
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ö | deal worn out, and exhauſted, ratoons ill, wit is 


cultivated and manured at an expence extremely 
heavy. Impoveriſhed ſugar- lands, like hop- 

grounds, have annually beſtowed on them extra- 
ordinary induſtry and coſt. 1 have known the 


amount of labour employed in one year upon an 
acre of ground, to have been as much as that acre 
vould have ſold for; but I ſpeak of indifferent or 


bad land. Hence the expences of eſtates in our 
old colonies are become great, beyond the belief 
of any one not well accquainted: wich matters of 
this nature {Vide B. I yi 
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ve, it is as „ any ob in 


Epclid. that, i in-Barbadoes, Antigua, Nevis, 


Monſerat, (L except that excellent ſpot St. Kitts) 


the planters do not clear by their -eſtates 6 per 
cent. for their principal (the legal intereſt of mo- 


ny when loweſt among them); nay, from a juſt 


conſideration of the detail of a particular eſtate, or 
of a whole iſland taken in the general, as Antigua 
for examaple, it may be proved, that the planters 
ſcaroe clear 5 per cent. by the produce of their 


lands {Vide CI. It may at firſt ſight be urged, . 
that this is a very ſufficieat'incomeitrom eſtates 


in land, and that in England ſeldom more is 
— neat than 2 + or 3 per cent; but when 


one reflects, why perſons in England do ma- 
2 of them prefer leſs profits from land, to 

more from mony lent, it will be found that the 
dane ee and inducements will not hold 


7 - 
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OOF theſe remote, unhealthy, precarious, un- 
pleaſurable, and uninfluencing poſſeſſſons. This, 
were it neceſſary, might be illuſtrated at large: 
for what peer or gentleman of faſhion can be 
found, who would exchange his eſtate: here 
for a Weſt-India one, of double the intome t 1 
44 know, I have delivered very different opinions: 
Bl of the nature and value of the poſſeſſious in our 
1 old colonies, from what are generally entertained 
in theſe kingdems; but let it be remembered, 
that the gentlemen of the Weſt inmies, whw 
have large eſtates there, and reſide in England, 
have never acquired thoſe eſtates by their own in- 
duſtry. I believe, this will be readily granted 
me, by thoſe who know them. Their eſtates have 
been raiſed by the hardſhip, ſweat, and toif of 
their forefathers, among few capable competi- 
\ tors, in the infancy of colonies; when althougt 
their produce ſold at a very low rate, it was more 
than compenſated by the fertility of ſoil, the 
frequency of rains, the certainty of their harveſts, 
the very moderate expences attending Hicir plan: 5 
tations, the cheapneſs of living, and the ſmall tax. 
es impoſed upon them. Theſe things are much 
changed. Let thoſe who doubt this truth, take 
a voyage to Barbadoes, or our Leeward Iflands; - 
and, after contemplating the uncertainty, fatigue, 
care, and expence of a planter's life, enquire how 
many of them are richer now, than they were 
ten years ago, or are not to be found indebted 
: in ar N their ſugar factors in London. 
18 ons 4 And, 
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* US 
at” *» 2 - , 
n o 
x 


Y _ — , 
- m +; N - — 
hs p CE YI 80 & 
, 4 v. 4 id Anna 1 
——— =_ o Y C * * a 
*- 45 4? KF) 4 es 5, 8 — ep "= 
Mp rr oy po —_—_—_ * 
1 0 * * — = - 
n > 
4 
* 1 
* 
* 


ö 
And, notwithſtanding this, we have been engage, 
ed in a war of ſeven years; and have in the mean 
time received very high prices for our 
even from 30 to 33 9. per hundred weight. How 
_ will it be now, when many hundred f 
af indifferent ſugar have actually fold this year 
at 253, per hundred; and there are now at mar- 
ket as many more to be fold for leſs? T have 
ſaid indifferent ſugars, becauſe it is well known, - 
that more trouble and expence attend the mak. 
ing them (their qualities depending on ſeaſon- 
able weather, and the nature of foil) than of a 
better fort. And yet, after being made and ſhip. | 
ped, they pay freight, expences, and duties, to 
the amount of 11 8. per hundred, excluſive o 
inſuranee [ vide C.] and that according to 
their quantity, not according to their intrinfic 
value; chat is to ſay, whether they felt for 258. or or 
455; adifference that aftually fobfifts betweemih@- 
qualities of ſagar ſent home. Let us dedud 11s, 
per hundred from one and the other, and we ſhall 
ſtand furprized at the difference of the neat pro- 
ceeds of a hundred of ſugar, pl be aſtoniſhed that 
no juſter mode of taxation has been adopted by 
government, It behoves us, as friends to our 
country; to be attentive to the inferences that na · 
turally ariſe from the ſeveral obſervations” con- 
tained under this head; otherwiſe we half find 
our miſtake when it is too late to retrĩeve it, and 
the French have deprived us of the moſt yaluable 
commerce of GreavBriitzn. Bue this radigref= 
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ſion would carry me too far. I aſk N FIR 


having already expatiated ſo much beyond what 
I firſt propoſed; but the ſubject is important, 


and has been little underſtood. It is beſides con-, 
nected with the head from whence it is deduced, 


which was, to explain the motives that would in- . 
cite our induſtrious planters and other intelligent 
perſons to adventure in the new colonies, where 


they will hope to make more produce, and, con- 
ſequently, jpreater profits, at leſs expence, than, 
they are ſenſible is at preſent done in the old 
ones. Now if we check theſe only motives, in 
their firſt birth, we infallibly put an inſurmoun- 
table obſtacle to the growth and progreſs of our 


new ſettlements; whilſt the French are artfully © 


_ alluring inhabitants, and cultivating, with more 
advantage and fewer diſcouragements, their better 
and more extended poſſeſſions. I ſpeak this lan- 
guage with confidence, becauſe I know it to be 
true and well intentioned, I ſpeak | it with ho- 
neſty and candour, becauſe it is contrary. to. my 


own intereſt; I am poſſeſſed of a good eſtate in 


Antigua, which would now ſell for much leſs, 


than it would have done two years paſt; and, in a 


few years to come, its value will be further im- 
paired, if the new colonies ſhould be ſpeedily ſer- 
tled and cultivated ; but, if this ſhould not prove 
to be the caſe, the reverſe will happen, and it will 


again riſe to its comparative value. I would not 
mean to ſuggeſt, that our late- acquired iſlands 


are, in all reſpetts, well ſituated, carne 
and 
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and formed to make the moſt flouriſhing ſugar - 
colonies ; but acvertheleſs, well conducted, they | 
will be found much more valuable and important 
others, would willingly repreſent them. They un- 
doubtedly may increaſe our ſtrength and com- 
merce in that part of the globe, prove very incon · 
venient to the neighbouring French iſlands in 
times of war, and conſiderably augmeheghe wealth, 
trade, and navigation of Great Britain, Such parts 
of them as are too ſteep, craggy, or icoproper for 
ſugar, may {till produce cotton, indico, coffee, co- 
coa, and proviſions. or ſerve for paſturage, The 
lands being new, will be rich, ratoon longer, re. 
quite leſs planting, and be cultivated with more 
moderate expence, and fewer negraes.” The trees 
cut down will, ſame of them, be uſeful in ere 
ing habitations, works, and other buildings; 
our former colonies for Gmilar purpoſes. And laſt 
of all, the rugged and broken compoſition of the 
 teemly and exceptionable in many teſpects, yet 
vill for ever enjoy, upon real and-philoſophical 
more than once mentioned, and much of their 
merit depends on the truth of this obſervation, it 
may not be improper to explain it. It is wel! 
known, that, in theſe latitudes of the globe, 
the trade-winds operating in a regular and un, 
interrupted courſe, = atmoſphere d 


oes not 
ſuffer 


| [ 26 . 

ſuffer thoſe rarefactions and condenſations, as, by 

| the effects of different and contrary winds, it un-' 
dergoes in climes, where this uniformity does 
not prevail. And from hence it is, Dr. Halley 
remarks, there is ſcarce any variation in the 

| height of the barometer, or weight of the air, in 
| thoſe parts. Now the vapours or clouds are 
born along the Atlantic Ocean, by theſe winds; 
3 through the pathleſs regions of air; until, inter- 
rupted, impeded, or attracted (on principles of 
gravitation) by lofty lands and woods, they hang 
upon the mountain tops, and fall in ſhowers: 
- whilſt, on the other hand, the intenſe heat of the 
Jun draws ſuch vapours from the ground; and 
the everlaſting trees, on inacceſſible heights, ſend 
| forth ſuch exhalations from their branches, as 

. moiſten the impending atmoſphere; and, circu- 
| lating, again re-viſit their parent. earth. The 
effeQs of theſe principles are indeed curious and 
ſurprizing to thoſe who contemplate them on 
the ſpot. Smooth poliſhed Barbadoes, and our 
Leeward iſlands, are ſeen parched up, and pe- 
riſhing with drought; whilſt towering and rug- 
ged Dominica, St. Vincent, Greets and To- 
bago, are found 0 eupey ROT mine ang * - 
Jicious verdure. 
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\ L L. perſons diſpoſed to r in FIT un- 
dertaking, with a view of improving their 
fortunes, ſhould firſt; conſider the capital the 
mean to employ, the nature of the projet, — 
the length of time they can conveniently afford. 
to lye out. of their money... It will then be ne- 
cellary that themſelves, or the friends or Agents 
they are pleaſed to depute for this buſineſs, ſhould 
carefully_inſpe& and examine the lands on the 
ſpot. The ſurface of the ground, and the na- 
ture of ſityation, ſhould, be firſt attended to; and 
theſe will i include our ideas of the probability of 
its heakhfulneſs, the kind of produce it ſeems 
beſt adapted to, the labour and carriage eſſential 
to it, its vicinity to, or diſtance from, rivulets, 
the ſea, ſhipping places, and the principal towns, 
together with a freeenjoyment of the trade winds, | 
and the-likeliboog.of frequent Powers and ſea- 
ſonable weather. As to the quality of the ſoil, 
it may be pretty well gueſſed at by the timber 
and trees it affords, the appearance it bears, and 
a chymical examination of its principles; for 
which the neceſſary means may be eaſily known 
and procured. When a tract of ground is pitched 
on that enjoys all, or moſt of theſe advantages, 
the inſpector ſhould by no means be Crone 
r E 2 by 
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the price it may „ 
be inconſiderable, in proportion to the 


pence 
of clearing and ings andthe and: the enſuing one 
niences and in moſt amply repay . y 


* Pazvious to, or after the purchaſe, it will be 
neceſſary, eſpecially if the Proprietor does not 
mean to become an inhabitant, to form uſeful 
| connexions and friendſhips with experience men 
engaged in the ſame purſuit, and refiding in the 
neighbourhood. A good natured and intelligent 
manager and overſeer are now to be appointed 
to direct, and proper ſlayes;procured to execute 
the buſineſs. A few able and ſenſible tradeſmen 


and negroes ſhould be tranſported to the. obs: 
who are contented, from a love of noyelty or 


other cauſes and encouragements, t to change their 
former habitations z but none ſhould on any ac- 
count be compelled to do this againſt their in- 
clinations. What further ſlaves are wanted, may 
be purchaſed from Guinea cargoes, and recom- 


mended to the care and protection of the others; | 
and, in my opinion, will turn ont better, in many 
reſpects, than negroes accuſtomed to our other 
illands, and pining after former connexions and 
habits. The firſt fair ſtep of ſucceſs will accom- 
pany humanity, and the great point in view will 

be, with the bleſſing of providence, to get p 

0 ple to live. To this end they ſhould be 
at night in temporary huts, or hulks of 3 
provided and ſituated for that e 
4 
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in wet mornings, bad weather, and on other ſuits - 
able occaſions, it will prove our intereſt to en- 
= courage, and afford them ſome ind 
| Their pride ſhopld be cultivated, their, puniſh- 

] ments inflicted with prudence, moderation, and 
f concern. And, in order to pre vent the cruelties a 
1 that might be exerciſed by ſome men, through 
F want of judgment or defect of feeling, a proper 
law of the country ſhould be eſtabliſhed, to re- : 
ſtrain them within due bounds; which ſhould, 5 
likewiſe provide, in ſome meaſure, for the food 
and raiment of the ſlaves. I confeſs, I could 
wiſh ſome ſentiments of Religion could be in- 
ſtilled into their minds. I am ſure it would be 
expedient ; and, perhaps, I have thought as, much 
on this ſubject, as thoſe who differ from me in 
opinion. But, I am ſenſible, this would require 
more attention and aſſiſtance than Proteſtants 
will chooſe to employ on ſuch an occaſion. 1 
am ſorry to remarł it, and to make this further 
- obſervation, that, tho' the Doctrines of our Re 
\ ligion are more pure and ſimple than the Roman 
| Catholick, yet this laft' is more fitly adapted to 
engage and dr: ot _ RNs 4 r 
e 88 4 t 


I chink e of ſome Clos ab 
in theſe colonies, and proceeding in the manner 1 
have ſuggeſted, cannot well fail of ſucceſs, as far 
as weak human foreſight can aſcertain it. And 
vox it will be proper, that ſtill * grounds 

ſhould 


£33. 
1 ſhould be l round about the deellagz Poul > 
cottages I have before recommended to. be erect- 
ed: and firſt of all proviſions ſhould be planted | 
for the White people and Negroes, and paſturage 
prepared for cattle and other beaſts. , After this 
is accompliſhed, attention may, be had to raiſe 
| ſome ſort of produce and profit, in order to reim- 
burſe paſt expences. And this will conſiſt of 
either coffee, cocoa, indico, cotton, ſugar &c, as 
may be compatible with the ideas and abilities of 
the planter. Advice and rheory would at preſent 
be vain and unregarded; for time, induſtry, and 


experience alone can furniſh e Wa | 
get profitable , | 


It may not, however, be improper OOO 3 
that a rapid progreſs and eſtabliſhenent of a ſogar 
plantation can only be undertaken by perſons of 
wealth and enterpriſing diſpoſitions. © Thoſe who 
embark with theſe advantages will find thar an 
eſtate of 500 acres properly and prudently ſup- 
plied with ſlaves, cattle, buildings, and other 
requiſites, in an iſland where the lands are new. 
and fertile, and the rains frequent, cannot fail 
in a few years to produce anoble income. I think 

it would be capable of affording annually from 


three to four hundred hogſheads of ſugar, and 
a large proportion of rum; eſpecially a as this laſt 
: commodity i is made to greateſt advantage where | 

| . 929 is plenty of water, and win moloſſes is 
drained 
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drained from the ſugar. The value of e 
and rum, at a moderate calculation, will appear 
to amount to a very great inteteſt upon the capi» 
ral laid out, which will be found to bring in more 
profit than five times that fum expended in our 
/( old colonies. It is well known that in St. Kitts, 
Alcche futzect to dry weather, good latids have 
* often fold at 100 J. ſterling per acre; and Iam 
| convinced that an acre in anew colony may with 
_ proper management be cleartd for leſs than 201, 
after deducting every expence, and allowing "= 
ven for the mortality of ſlaves.” ' Beſides, "great 
ſatisfaction muſt accrue to a planter | in new colo. 
: nies from the certainty of his crops, oppoſed to 
the conſideration of the precariouſneſs of them, in 
1 old ones. But theſe are not the only advantages 
L that will be enjoyed; for the plantation may be 
i worked with half the number af negroes and ex- 
pence that would be required upon lands, impo- 
| veriſhed, and frequently planted and manured. 
. Moreover: the proviſions regularly yielded on 
| moiſt and good grounds mult greatly leſſen the 
colt of feeding and ſupporting the ſlaves. The 
conveniences and comfortywill from hence be even 
eat to the white inhabitants; far all manner of 
Fe. garden- ſtuff, and fruits, ſo difficult to be 
raiſed in our former dry iſlands, may here be pro- 
cured with little trouble, The rivulets a0 will 
afford good ſtore of freſh fiſh, and the luxuriancy 
of the * great Penn of beef, muttop, 
9 


our bende Ac bitte extremely dear; and F 


difficult mo be maintained . 


any rate. 
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be diſpoſed ta become adventurers in our new co- 
lonies, who, from much caution or ſmall for- 
ine ſo 
large a capital as is neeeſſary for the ſpeedy and 
effectual eftabliſhment of a eſtate for ſugar it 
may be proper to obſerve that theſe laſt may pro- 
ſecute another plan full as advantageous, and 


tunes, may be unable or unwilling to 


with leſs hazard and expence of money. It ia 


by go means eſſential at preſent to point out all 
the particular and various ſteps proper to be ta- 


en for this end. But in general it may be well to 


remark that if may be beſt accampliſhed by rif. 
quing few negroes at the firſt out- ſet, and erect- 
ing temporary huts and buildings aÞ little coſt, 


and then (after planting.che-neceſſaty proviſions, 


and providing carefully for the fick) immediately ' 


applying to the gultürę of catton, coffee, cocoa, 
or indigo, articles Which afford good and ſpeedy 


profit, yet require but few ſlaves, and little ex- 


pence of building, in order ta raiſe and manufac- . 
ture them. It is evident, that, by this and ſi- 
ilar means, conſiderable eſtates may be gradu- 


ally eſtabliſhed at an eaſy rate, n- which will 


not. only be annually i improving and reimburſing 


— 3. 


* 


ts 1 2 e 22 them, but may more 


a over 


* 
— 


part with them, 


or five hundred per cent. advantage. Many per- 
ſons, alarmed with the difficulties of beginniag a 
new ſettlement, will yer be deſirous of. 

ing a few years hence and there can be no 
but that lands will riſe very highly in their valve, 
as ſoon as timeſhall draw eee 
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The lands, both cleared and uncleared, are deemed 
the property of his Majeſty of which ſmall parcels 
in woad are meant to be granted to poor ſettlers. 
the reſt (excepting what may be continued tothe 
preſent inhabitatits) is fairly to be ſold for as much 
money as it will bring, which is faithfully to be 
 tenutted home as ſoon as-poſlible; in order to be 
applied to the public ſervice. Nut then this view 
is to be ſo accompliſhed, as i be compatible 
with one mote cflential namely, the ſpeedy po- 
pulation and culture. of the iands themſelves ; fo 
that no'zerms-ar-conditians are to be infiſted on, 
that will diſcourage this/undertaking in its infan- 
= "This | take to be the plaigtare of the ca, 

and ſhall p X lit Ws with as much bre- 
 vity as the ſdject wal eat of. 


Een illand ſhould beſurveyed, as ſoon as poſ- 
ſible, with as much accuracy as the nature of the 
woods and mountains, and the rugged face of the 
country, will allow. The diviſions of pariſhes, 
public roads, intended towns and churches, with all 
lands, fortificatioas, and other buildings, ſerviceable 
to the King or r be firſt n 7 


— 


add properly e And here it mY 
uſefulto remark, that a certain number of paces 
from tlie ſea fade, all around the coaſt, ſhould be 
allotted for hig majeſty's ſeryice and the uſe of the 
colony; and that moreover proper proportions of 
lands in wood ſhould be preſerved, in convenient 
places, for the publie benefit, and to prevent that 
drought which, in theſe chmates, is the uſual con- 
ſequence of a total removal of the woods. As 
to the choice and arrangement of the ground 
intended for the principal town, regard ſhould 
be had to the healthfulneſs of the ſituation, all 
the neceſſary conveniences for ſhipping, and an 
eaſy carrizge and communication to and from 
the neighbouring country. The ſtreets ſhould 
be airy, and ſo Aſpoſed as toreceive the benefit of 
the trade winds; TG ſuitable proportions for 
yards, gardens, or fmall fields, ſhould be an- 
nexed to the ſeveral lots for honſes. Conveni- 
ent inarket places ſhould be appointed, and good 
barrack grounds, with adjacent lands for the 
Various uſes of che King's officers and troops, 
and which the private men at their leizure hours 
might cultivate for the ſervice of the officers 
and themſelves. I preſume,” I need not point 
out, that, in theſe expenſive and unhealthy H. 
lands, they will be intitled to this, and every o- 
ther reaſonable indulgence of favour and humari- 
ty; and particularly an allowance of the king's 
- proviſions, and an immediate eſtabliſhment of 
. Harracks, -and a well-provided hoſpical,” If this 


# 
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0 not attended to, ech ee will be ind 
deplorable; But to return: the lands which ate 
cultivable; ſhould be divided into lots, numbered 
and laid down on paper, with priper deſcriptions 
and boundaries to prevent miſtakes. What is 
granted ſhor. d be in wood, from 20 to 30 acres” 
according to the ability of the poor ſettlers; and 
for their further encouragement, theſe parcels: 
ſhould have the advantage of being near the ſea 
lde, at proper diſtances from one another. | 
rhis means the poffeſſors might immediately be⸗ 
gin to clear the ground, and would have a ſhort 
and eaſy conveyance to and from the ſea, be ea- 
fly ſupplied with all kinds of fiſh for the ſupport | 
of thetnſelves and Negroes, th the coaſts would 
toredver be ſtrengthened with inhabirants: To 
theſe grants ſhould be annexed certain conditions of 
e at the rate of five acres per cent. annually, 
in default of which chey ſhould tevert again to 
the crown, excepting in caſes of extrordinary 
fgickneſs, or other unforeſeen misfortunes. . Theſe 
lands ſhould be ſo far unalienable, as to be inca- 
phe of being united with any. other, excepting 
n caſes of marriage, or lawful inheritance, or by 
conſent of the governor and council. And be- 
cauſe the meer grant of ſuch ſmall parcels of land 
in wood, will by no means be ſufficiently. invit- 
ing or acceptable to poor ſettlers, who have nei- 
ther the means of ſubſiſtence, nor the ſlaves, mo- 
ney, or credit. eſſential to the clearing and culti- 
vation of grounds, and erecting the neceſfary 
; build- 


* 
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. | . . 15 3 ; 
biildings thereon ; it would bs ail 1th" 
tract poor inhabitants, by, ſtil] further encauu- 
ragements ; ſuch as defraying the: expences of 
their voyage to the new colony; the ſupplying. 
them with proviſions and proper took, or elſe 
with the uſe of ſlaves, money; of credit: But 
ſince, by reaſon of the exigencies of government, | 

no aſſiſtance of this nature can be well 

it is evident the improvement of the colony r mu 


very much depend on the policy and 5 
of the more wealthy adventurers, who may be-' 


come purchaſers. And here a juſt medium muſt 
be preſerved, as to the conditions of ſale and cul- 
ture 1 0 1 at their hands. Enough ſhould be 
q exacted, to raiſe agpaſonable ſum of money for 
the public ſervice, and to prevent the lands from 
being monopolized or ſuffered to lie unimprov- 
ed; and yet not ſo much mult be required as 
might deter them from undertaking a ſpeedy ſet- 
-tlement. As to the lots for ſale; they ſhould be | 
fo contrived. and laid out, as to embrace every 
circumſtance of 8 the nature of the 
firuation will admit; b zur it will be impoſfible for 
government here to give further directions on 
this head, with any tolerable foundation of real 
intelligence. "Theſe lots might extend from one 
to ſix hundred acres, of which by far the greater 
number ſhould conſiſt of only two or three hun- 
dred. It will be impoſſible to aſcertain, in any 
meaſpre, che value of theſe lands but by ſuch an 
N RA examination on the ſpot as the na- 
, ture 


. 3 * 


(39 ] 
bre end circuraſtances of them will permit; 300 | 
ir may be ality foreſeen that go accurate Judge- | 


and thickets... However the vacjaus accidents of 
: fituation, ſarface,' and ſeeming quality, will, in in 
theſe iſlands, render ſome partels of land much 
coveted, whilſt others, will be ſcarcely accepred; 

| Thele and other conſiderations will makeatims 
"ol he Da yin, chet perſons of charac. 
ä T. in the Finchen dine don of ire. 
A very moderate price old be aſcertained; leſs 
than which the lot ſhould not be ſold for ; and 
- the more ſpeedily, and the greater the number 
| of lots that are diſpoſed. of, the better it will be 
for the public ſervice.. E 
prevent frauds, and to ſell the land to the beſt 
advantage the nature of the thing will admit of, | 
they ſhould be ſet up to fair and public auction, 
after immediate and ſufficient notice giuen, in all 
the news papers in Britain, Ireland, and 
rica, of the time, place, and condlitiens of | 
— paris my 
| thither, or depute others the may think fit 
to employ on this buſineſs, - Such lands as will 
not fetch the minimum fixed upon them, muſt 
continue on hand, till a further time. As 10 
tate that may be ſold, the terms of pepment 
| ex be rendered very cafy 3; Otherwiſe neither 
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nothing. The t time of ſale ſhould be in the healthy. 
ſeaſon of the year, i. e. between thefirſt of Febru- 
aty and the middle of July, as it may be found 
molt eligible to appoint. The place, either Gre- 
nades, or the particular iſland about to be diſpoſed 
of. The terms of purchaſe, ſhould be thirty per 
cent. paid the firſt-year, and afterwards 10, and 
then 20 per cent. annually, without intereſt 3 un- 
til the remainder of the purchaſe money ſhall 'be 
diſcharged, which will of courſe compleat the 
Payments in five years, The lands ſhould: be 
conveyed in fee, but in default of payment of any 
of the annual bonds, to be taken for this purpoſe; 
they ſhould be liable to be again ſold, in order that 
the king ſhould be firſt paid. Moreover, to pre- 
vent monopolies, and to inſure the progreſs and 
improvement of the new colony, certain condi- 
tions of culture ſhould be annexed to the ſales; 
at leaſt it ſhould be required of purchaſers, to 
clear away at the rate of five acres per cent. an- 
nually, (after the firſt year's poſſeſſion) till one 
half of the cultivable part of their lands ſhall be 
ſettled, and this under a penalty of 51: annually 
on each acre not cleared, which by the conditi- 
ons ought to have been ſo; and the monies fo 
forfeited and raiſed ſhould be applied to the be- 
: nefit of poor ſettlers. - As to uſeleſs gullies, pre- 
 cipices and tops of mountains, which compoſe 
great part of theſe iſlands (excepting Tobago) | 
they might be thrown in where contiguous, 
"i * no account of, or elſe reſerved to 
Ko the 
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ele 48 may appear moſt judicious. Tbete 
or ſuch like, might be the outlines, containing 4 

more firiiflied plan. To digeſt every particular 
| would be tedious, andrat preſent unneceflary ; for, 
ürter all, no one ſhould principally. be catraſted | 
with the direction of this buſineſs, but ſuch a 
man as deſerves confidence z and the nature of 
His comrhiſſion ſhould be ſuch, as to make it his : 
pride; as well as intereſt, to ſerve the publick 
_ faithfully. Men of different principles can never 
be ſufficiently arded againſt, at theſe remote 
diſtances : : 22.7 in vain will ſuſpieion, diſtruſt, and 
Jealouſy, inverit a thouſand ſtra : | 
or detect thoſe, whom honour cannot Bind. It is 
therefore to be preſumed, reaſagable diſeretionary 
powers will be granted. A good man will be 
tateful how he makes uſe of them; and a bad 
one will peryert thoſe, which have been withheld.” 
It is impoſſible, at this diſtance, to foreſee and 
provide for all the poſſible ; contingences that may 
occur on the ſpots and it would be idle and in 
Vain to attempt it. Countries: already ſettieu 
aud gobernmeñts already formed, -like healthful 
tohſtiruriohs we are,acquainted with, may receive 
a long detail of inſtructions to continue them as 
they ate. But in ſuch as are to be created, ou 
bf Chaos as it were, altho improper powers | 
bught tobe denied, yet at leaſt it ſhould be per- 
mitted to apply quick remedies, and exert the 
Fodlike faculties of doing well. It: in abſolute- | 


ly impoſlible to ſay, * any degree of certain- 
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ſettlers or purchaſers may be, or how much the 
lands may probably be {old for; this will much 
depend on the abilities to buy, and the caprice 
of perſons in that part of the world. Some cir- 
cumſtances however will not fail to have influ- 
ence on their minds : If the lands ſhould be 
valued at too high a rate, and improper arts uſed - 
to exalt their price; or if perſons inclined ts ad- 


venture, ſhould, after their firſt reſolution - ta- 
ken, and the arrangement of their affairs for 


this end, and after the expence and trouble of 


a ſea voyage, and the pains and hazard of exam- 


ining lands; if, atter this, 1 ſay, they ſhould 
diſcover, that what they ſought i is not yet'to be 
had, or worth their while. to return for x and 
that even after fairly puchaſing it at publick 
auction, without or againſt competitors, ſtill 


more time and doubts, and difficulties. muſt be 


added, before the purchaſe can be com pleated, 
and the work begun; affuredly many will grow 
diſſatisfied, or at beſt indifferent how they en- 
gage in ſuch undertakings. The diſguſt will 


ſpread around, and the difficulties and diſcou- 
ragements, which I have illuſtrated under its 
proper head, will not fall to preponderate i in the 


ſcale, and fink the enterprize into neglect or 
contempt. It is however to be wiſhed, both for 


the ſake of the publick, and for the honour of 


:thoſe who may be entruſted with this delicate 
commiſſion, that every — method * 


- 


| 43. }: 
be deviſed, to ORs. A, ſales fair and open as in ; 
the face of Heaven. But ſuch cautions as theſe | 
ſhould be carefully diſtinguiſhed from others, that 
would only Fen: to Our the cauſe, they are meant AIR 


5 — 2 5 T3 * 


* HAVE. ah mat 8 any n 5 
tions on the ſettled and cultivated lands in Do- 
minique and St. Vincent, or on the French inha- 
biranty, now poſſeſſed of them; becauſe I am un- i 
willing togive my opinionon fo Ut a ſubject, 

or to recommend what is proper to be done in 
relation to the public, or them. Thus much bow. a 
ever, muſt be acknowledged, that the 

number aof uſeful and faithful ſubjects, and * 

N 4 property can be retained upoh theſe ilands, 

| ner they will become flouriſhing and bene- 

Enya Stent. Big and the fewer advantages 

will acgrue to the French king, inthe population 

and ſettlement of his poſſeſſions in theſe ſeas, Up- 
on what terms and conditions therefore, they can 

be moſt ſafely and beſt retained, and render d 

good and faithful ſubjects, "ſeems a queſtion ß 

the ütmoſt importance in this buſineſs. But \ 
whatever may be the determinations of his Majeſ= 
ty and his Councils '6n this dccafion, I am per- 
ſuaded they 1 3 
Sgt n Ang I” 
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CCI CERNER) 
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eee 500 acres of land. e eee ef Ra 


To Toſs on negroes at to per cent. — "ah * 


"EF. 


(a 3 17.) Ki Eftimate nr ſettling e Plantation * 
ee of 300. Acres G in ir 0 co. 


It Would be promiſed that the ry cannot pris be + dean 
of wood, &c. in leſs time than five years. 


. as follows, 
6 6281s 0 {oned negroes at 60 1. each | 
4 expert tradeſmen * (carpenters and mans at 
100 l. eck wes 
20 more negroes at 40 l. each, 
8 oxen and 2 horſes at 20 l. each (the uſual uſugl prive et of | 


them in our old colonies) | ?.! Pp 
Dwelling houſe for * anager and oyerſeer, with e 
ho „ een buildin 1 immediat ly - 2000 
| Charges of — fares cattle, proviſions, be. to = 
the new colony, | 
| Cleathing and feeding 30 flaves for a year at 61. each, oo 
A Manager's wages per annüm, 12. —— 5 20⁰ 1. ; "280 
An overſeer's wagen — 80 CIA 
Doctor and expences attending the fick, per annum, : 80 
Tools of all ſorts with hdes and bills, * 1 


Ditto on cattle at 15 per cent. 


To intereſt on 3630 J. at 8 per cen l bud wbelegati in- = 2 2 
ue of St. n e wg d nn — 4 


* — — 


Iſappoſe that in Soho eee bee ht be} 
+a for tlie uſe of the negroes; 1 ſhall Fl — al- 


low only 41. each for Cloathing and feeding, which *. 
makes — | | 


Manager's wages, 200 l. 1 ? 
vericer's wages, — oo 
Poor 4 and cxponbys reading the ix 50 


a Amount carried forward 4559 


> - * * 


x on 1 4s x: 5 
t brooght oer OE — 23 4556 
; bn negroes at 10 per cent. — 136 186 
itto on cattle at 15 per cent. 30  _ 
| Imereſt 0n 41061. at per cent — 323228 


N | Eupence 10 the end ot the tand . — $979. 


It will nowbe proper to add 20 f 8 $9 (which * 
we fe gl as 
ut as I up more time 2 
planted for the uſe. of the negroes, J ſhall allow for - 


: K 50 + — | 

| Manager's wages rb r4,' 5 BN as rr 
Overſeer's wages — 80 | 
Loſs on negroes at 10 per gent. e 
Ditto on cattle at 15 per cent. — 30 


| b > Jane ar g per cent. . . A 


——— 


pc ach end ofthe tin year — +7081 | 


wu ws 


To an addition of 20 negroes (which make pp the n- 50 
ber 70) at 401. each, | — „9 
1 addition of 12 r 2401. 
the number 20) at 20 l. each. ?!è! f 4 


And 8 cows at 101. each, — .. 90 5 
Cloathing and feeding Wannen 210 
Manager's wages — 2 1 80 
Ove 8 Wages . — * — a 80 „4.5 42 K | 
Dogor and expences attending the fick_ — 50; 
Loſs on negroes at 10 per cent. — 316 * 
Ditto on cattle at 15 per cent — 178 1 
Intereſt on 76211. at 8 per cent —— 561 


Expence to the end of the fourth year, 9636 


To an en of $, negroes (which encreaſe the he gang to 
110) at 40 J. ea 


N. B. The number of negroes added in this and the” fol- 
| lowing year, is too to be done judiciouſly at one 
re died as this Faure, is carried no _— than 
the beginning of the ſixth year, I have choſen to r 
it. becauſe 1. expence of the ſettlement will appear 


; Eompleat, | 4 OT CE 1 


N 40 
| 2 (which make ap the number 4) ar 301. . 


| 


1 f #4] 4 


4 | 7 
"IN | Amount brought over, — 11236 
I cdoathing Fe negroes at 3 1, 22. 83 "436 \ 
To 20 more oxen. (which make * op e 9 l 
ol bulls id oxen 40) at 20 l. each, 4⁰⁰ : 

| N tel. 7 

ene DT. e e 
| 3 (which make up the number 4) a N 


ir now fach forwardneſs as to re- 
n the Wan of ſugar 'works, viz. a ſupar mill, 

badge 1 — 

v which, together coppers, — 

- mers, lackfes, ſtills, worm tabs, with a variety 6f other 


16 utenſils, too numerous to N . 


dot leſs char — EY WES 3000 
To hok and 5 and fupplying ſuck t66ls as have been } 15 
—— — — — 
— — — 2601. ; 180 3d 


n ee 
expences attending the ſie t —x— 0 
Loſs on negroes at 10 per cent. — 476 
iuo on cattle at 15 per oeftrt.— 276 G98 
ages of an additional _ which with the man 60 
ger will then be three 8 — 1 


| wiz 96g6L n Lt 24 — . 77a 
— 

NES Prpence s the End of chef year, 47498 
| ber 150) at nol yomep oe tr | N 16⁰⁰ 


N. B. 4 have already nner har why I have * 
fed this addition, although the — is too great to 
bez judiciouſſy added at any one time. . 
Men. The preſent ſtock of cattle, conſiſting of 40 bulls 
and oxen, 20 cows, 12 mules, and 4 horſes, will be 
ſufficient. 


| To a variety of other articles and contingent expences, 


not included in this calculation, but which muſt ne- redo 
ceſſarily be incurred during the courſe of the _ 
ing years, and Will amount to not leſs than | | 


MEET e 


EEE 
in the _ 
hoes need not. Aeg 5 Nor N=, 
as they may purſue, with more caution and lefs expeteg 
methods of improving their fortune, which ate 


tber circumftancen Vide 


” 
a U ** K 7 1 * . - 
7 - . 4 vm. "LY 1 
5 * 1 — - * 
— , % 
* * * * * : _ 1 
LEY . F< i . $ [. of r n „ * 1428 9 2 * 
7 ai 514.98 1 eff "421467 2G + ER HITUISRS ©. Bt +: 
j . . - y 
4 e, ee OR 1. f 
9 . cs 1 0 1 4 * * 25 * . 4 SST 447 
1 4 - v4 4 «1 - 
/ AN f „ e 124 * | 
Y . 7 - N 1 
1 2 * a © , Katt” ; g F 1 Fe 
” 4 * 3 * * * * 2 : i - 7 1 ? = 7 * * * 7 5 +» = 4 { 7 ' * oy * & - 2 4. 
9 5 
* > = 4 3 af # . AL 7 Wy * 3 
: $4.4 J ; 4 y 
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; f * 7 N ».4 1 4 * df» % ; 1 : 9 : - * * & 5 Fd IT; : 5 
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(8. Page 21.) The following is an Efimate of the Anu 
nual Expence of à Sugar Plantation, in / Antiguay* 
cConſiſting of 500 Acres of Land and 300 Negroes, pro- 
| Qucing, at an Average, 200 Ho 1 of Sogar, 3 
of 1 500 1b. neat in the Ifland, or 1200 Ip. at the 
King's Beam in England; and 120 Hogſheads of Rum, 

each containing 110 Gallons; ; wherein are compre- 
hended ſuch Diſburſements only as are abſolutely 
" neceſlary, excluſive of the contingent —— whictt 
are very conſiderable. | 


Ap proportion of. bills, hoes, and tools for 
- whe ih of negroes ſtated — 358 
For feeding the negroes with corn, beans, 3 | 
mackarel, ſhads, and beef at Chriſtmas beſi | 
what proviſion the eſtate . afford, will . 
mount to 


Temper lime and lamp oil, for the he boiling houſe . 


An inferior one . — 


Staves, heading, hoops and nails for 200 „], : 

and 120 rum hogſheads eB 

Public taxes on this eſtate and produce, for the . 8 
the government of the iſland — of the 4+ per 2 n 
cent. duty paid to the king) amounting to 4191. 15 8 5 
rod. currency, which is about — — 


=; wages © 1164 

Beſides a great variety of eomingent bxpences and all 

paid to the king. 

The following is a particular account of all the twxes bid 
on the above plantation and produce, in the ifland of An- 
tigua, excluſive of the duties payable in England. . 

Jo deficiency of 7 white ſervants at 40l. currency each is 280 

N. B. By a law of the iſland. paſſed with an intention 2 

better peopling it; but which is now become a mode off 
taxation, every eſtate ought to keep a free tenant or 
white ſervant capable of arms to every 30 ne- | 


groes, under a penalty of 401. for each deſective; wat 20, 


as a manager and 2 overſeers are ſufficient for the direc- \ 


tion of any one plantation, this becomes ined. a ur 2s 
6 | i } 


4] 


= robs ae ©; an. 2 — | 280 oo e 
tax 


„ d. 
2 . 
e e eee eee eee eee ee e 


N. L Ii de of taxation ĩs changed by being 
impoſed upon the produce to the ſame amount. 
Tua upon land at 14 d. per acre, —— 3 02 06 
Pariſh tax upon land at 8d. per acre, _—— 15 13 04 
o PROPOS TO RIC or Reo. — 30 o 


.. oe, - 2 One 419 0 
3 5 | F * 
Which is about - — 254 
r pad wth king upon © 5s 
_ of ſugar, 369,000, bot bei ng ; end "Wh 
at 200,000, amounts to gooo weight 1 

bei worth 601. 8 — W 
uiſite to the collector, 4 

s of rum of 110 — * © 

at only 100, amounts ro 8 40 
gallons of rum, worm eee K-46 +3 
r — 56 
_— 300 


The lat four articles comp rehend the amount of the 4 4 1 
cent. duty upon the ſugar and rum, making 110 I. ſterling. 

N. B. 1 hp for Ne America it. pays TY 
6 d. enumerated or every hundred weight imported 
into Great Britain 1 64. and the rum day of 5 88 AR. 


OE 


— 
* 


1 


(C. page 21.) Calculation of the Velde and Produce of the 


Iland of Antigua. 


The inhabitants of the Iſland of Antigua pay taxes 
for 60000 acres. The land, at a very moderate 
computation, may he valued at 15 1. fterling -per 
acre, which will amount to — 


5 The Iſland contains more than 300 ſugar-eſlates. The x 


ſugar-works, other buildings, plantation-utenſils, 
t and flock, on each eſtate, will be worth, at an 
average, at leaſt 30001, ſterling, —— 


There are in the Iſland 37000 negroes, of which at 


J. 1 


- 
”- 
4» e IT | 


— 


leaſt z50co are employed on ſugar- eſtates. = 1000000 / 


at an average, are worth at legſt 40 1. ſterl. a head, 


— 


280000 


The intereſt of this ſum, at 6 per cent, will be 


N. B. The Land is in general ſo much undervalued, 
that the inſignificant quantity of cotton, &c. pro- 
duced in the Iſland, need not be confidered.. 


168000 
FS. : ) 


[ 


The Iſland of Antigua has produced from 6000 to 


26000 hogſheads of ſugar in a year; and, upon an 
average, it may be fairly rated (after deducting the 
ſugar paid into the Cuſtom-houſe for the 4 f per 
cent. duty} at not more than 16000 hogſheads of 
ſugar per annum. This ſugar, according to the 


preſent price, and which will probably not in- 


creaſe, will neat about 101. ſterling per. 


16000 hogſheads, at 101. ſterling per hogſhead, is 


The rum produced, in the uſual proportion, from the 
above ſugar, will be ſomething leſs than 10000 
hogſheads. This rum, according to the uſual calcu- 
lation of planters, is not more than ſufficient to 
pay the annual expences of the eſtates; on the 
contrary the purchaſe of ſlaves, flock, and other 
contingent expences, will occaſion even a deduQi- 
on from the ſuppoſed profits arifing from the ſugar, 
ſo that the neat proceeds will ſcarcely amount to 5 

per cent on the value of the principal, | 


| 


' 166008 


— 


(b. Pag 


t 1 


D. Pigs 23.) . of Sugar, weighing | 
nnn ͤ + aa 
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